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Japanese Contemporary Artist
Working with Sumi Ink
& Cadlligraphic Gesture

Kou;un Umeoka

B m ek 4

Transforming Calligraphy into Contemporary Art



KOUJUN UMEOKA



Feelings
Toward
Calligraphy

EEADERL

When | was a child, | was shy and really bad at being in front of people.

As | moved from practicing penmanship to calligraphy, | discovered the joy of having a
conversation with myself and gradually learned to express my thoughts and personality.
Through that process, | realized that “just writing exactly like the model doesn‘t convey
the deep feelings behind the words.*

One day, while | was teaching as an instructor at a special needs high school,
a student cried after seeing my work, which | had written with free expression.

Seeing that made me strongly feel that "expressions that go beyond the need to write
neatly are what move people’s hearts.” Since then, I've made it a point to put my
feelings about “living true to myself’ and “freeing my heart” into my work.

It would make me so happy if my work could, even just a little, lighten someone’s heart
or give them a chance to remember to be themselves.

And if it could give them the strength to take one more step forward, that would be the
greatest joy.

Calligraphy has given me confidence, courage, and hope.
Now, | hope my work can be a comfort to someone’s heart and a small force that helps
them move forward.

HOEDFAE, AR TARICHACEARDEFTLL,

BEFNoBEANEMYMBT T, BoBSEMETIEVEMY,
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ZOEEHDHICLIE=RIERADIZENEFNEGSBNEVNSBREBA-RECEADLERNT O LE{BECEL,
EFHLLK, ERICTEROLCEESLINDERBT A EINDBNEAH TELKSITAYELE,

HOERDVE,DIDEDLLTHEL, BALLEER VT EONFISENLLEARIZELINETLES,
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Mountain
2026 1L (BlE)

On July 25, 2026, during my performance
in New York, many people asked me to
write the character for 'mountain.

While writing a lot of 'mountain’ characters,
| thought about why 'mountain’.

The message that comes to mind from
'mountain’ is 'strength, spirit, moving
forward, achievement.

People were happy to receive and cherish
the 'mountain’' character | wrote on a fan,
and that has made my feelings for New
York even stronger.

2026578258 —a2—3—9JTD/INT+—IV AT
ELDOADSTLIEBNTRLNERDONELT -,
RUWDTIL 1 ZESENS, AIETNLIBONEZTHEL .
MU BTEIAVE—I THEE B Jii~-FR/
RSB DIZENTILIOXFERYIZZFER-T
EATEEoCETETET 2 —T—I~ADHLAR
BlE-TLET,
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size 69cm x 135¢cm  27.17in % 53.15in



Express
yourself
with
white

chalk
2026

.\\,'//

size 86cm X 55¢m 33.86in X 21.65in size 7é6cm % 52cm 29.92in X 20.47in



Empathy 2026

R (ER)

size 68cm X 107cm 26.77in X 42.13in

& 05

size 43cm x 107cm 26.77in X 42.13in



Nothing 2024 = @i

size 90cm X 90cm X 4cm 35.43in X 35.43in X 1.58in

2024 Chiba City Exhibition — Selected
2026 NY International Calligraphy Exhibition
- Excellence Award

“Nothing” does not mean absence.
“Nothing” is also something that exists.

2024 FEHME AE
2026 NYEREER BFE

TE | [XFREZERT HhITL LY,
M 3%, FETIAHIE,
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N Of h I n 2024 “Nothing” does not mean absence. [ | (S REE BT 2 ChL
“Nothing” is also something that exists. rc#]%ﬁf:‘ #E?‘éﬁi)‘f:’o °
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Size 75cmx 135cm x4em  29.5in x 53.15in % 1.58in




Feelings
Conveyed
Through a Single

Character
2023

 Live &

Let's live life to the fullest right now
SER—MESZLS

Move @)

Act immediately! Don't miss the chancel

BN, ITBILA! FroREHEMNT

size  135cm X 75cm X 4cm 53.15in X 29.53in X 1.58in size  135cmX75cmX4em  53.15in X 29.53in x 1.58in



Happy * Happy - Happy !
2 (Bl4E)

All three works express “fun” in different ways.
Just as there are many kinds of joy,
each character reveals a different feeling.

a LV BLE"ETNhFhES-AETRE,
ERICHLAWALEENHZ KIS,
- FhEAAREIRIEEHAETLET,

size 64cm < 90cm X 4cm 25..2in X 35.43in X 1.58in

2024 size 87cmXx162cm X 4cm 35.25in X 63.78in X 1.58in 2026 size 52cm X< 75cm X 4cm 20.47in X 29.53in X 1.58in




Reso nance 2026 Sharing wonderful things with many people, RILM 4 LEBECLERAL
empathizing with each other, and letting HELESL FhALELT 1 0
j% u,% (gr__\ %) size 75cm x 135¢m X 4cm 29.53in x 53.15in % 1.58in

that resonate to create an amazing world. FESLLMEDHR(Z




Dragon 2026
RE (ER)

size 75¢mx 135cmx4cm  29.53in X 53.15in X 1.58in

Keep moving forward, 1 1
with the passion and intensity

of arising dragon!

HISEA BT LS. ROEDEREHLET



(]
to b e q I Ive '§‘6< (% %) Finding joy in being dlive, here and now G, CZITESTWAIEIZEY

2026 size 17cmx 3é6cm x 3cm  6.69in X 14.17in X 1.18in

2026 size 39c¢m X 23cm X 3em 15.35in X 9.56in X 1.18in

12

2026 size 28cmx40cm % 3cm 11.02inx15.75inx1.18in



Protect 2024

F (B

Selected as one of the

‘100 Artists the World is Watching’
and featured on a

Times Square Billboard in NYC

MEEAEETBH100 DT —T1AR]IZ
BEIEN NYCOAALXRIITD
EILR—RIZt &5

| will always protect you

LWOBHEETHE

size 49cm % 49cm X 2.5¢cm 19.29in X 19.29in X 1in

13




Soul 202¢
i (BR)

2026

New York International
Open Call -

Excellence Award Exhibit

—a—3—VEBRLAEE
BFE RTEM

Keep the fire in your soul
burning fiercely.

IDOHRDREBLROLEITT

|

L

1 4 size  117cm x é9cm X 4cm 46.06in x 27.17in X 1.58in size 84 om x 61cm X 4cm 33.07in x 24.02in x 1.58in




It's okay to be different.
We can help each other grow,

embrace our strengths,

and support one another.

| hope the world becomes a happier place.

BoTLWTHRE X,
BEWCERZBIT AL

BA0BAEBITANTHR—IESS.
HRAEOLEHTIBARITEDEVLVE,
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(5&) If this work could quietly support someone...

When | was holding a solo exhibition in Tokyo, there was a woman who stood in front of one of my works for a long time.
When | approached her, she was holding a handkerchief to her eyes, trying to hold back her tears.

She said, 'Actually, something very sad happened. But | decided to drop by.’

Then she said, 'Looking at this piece makes me feel warm inside and gives me the strength to live strongly again.

When she asked, 'l can't buy this work, but is it okay if | take a photo?' | replied, 'Of course, please go ahead.

She then repeatedly told me, 'I'm really glad | encountered this work,' expressing her gratitude over and over before leaving.
I don't know who she is, and | may never meet her again, but seeing her walk away, my heart was touched knowing that a
single piece | created reached someone's heart and made them feel, 'TI'll try to live a little stronger' or 'I'll face forward once
again.' A work like this, like a friend who quietly stays by your side when you're sad or when your heart feels like it might break.
If a single piece like that can support someone’s heart, | would be truly happy.

And | hope that someday you too will find a work that stays close to you...

HLLCDERMENZE2EX A DN =L...

RRTEBRELTLVLE, HAERDFIZRVBIL &> TLS RN VEL,

BEINWTHDE, BIZNVAFEHTTRECHLATVEL ., TRIBZETHELVNCESAH DT, TH, IBFoOTHELY
ZLTICOERERTLSE, DABRMNEITHI—EHBEELGEL O TRADLIICBYELIEEL T<ChELE,
[COEREESCEFETELGLDOTTA, EEZBOTHELVWTI N 2 IEDEWVICIEEAATT, ESTBRYIESL IE
BEABHE EDAHRICOERICHER TALICEIN > I EMELRIELBHDOERZERA TSY, RoTLW\ i hELE,
ECOHEDMEA MO, IZEEHESERBOMELAGNTAE | A EW-— DR AN DIDITENT
FE53PLRBCESZTHIIBI—ERIERCS IFALBKREER N -OTHIITERBERTNSHMNELBYEL, : e : = .
ELLE, DT ESLE, ToLZEITHFYR-TNMSREL D L5446, Encounter il
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ZLTLODSHLI=DEITHFYRIERBADDYET LS+ 1 7



e Art for the Heart 1 8

T | [d i I -‘-r‘.‘:‘-‘ |

Each of our own paths Road b =] Your mindset can change your life Heart 1D



Panel works 2025 Art for the Heart 19

size 46cm X 37¢m X 2.5¢m 14.67in X 18.11in X 1in




Board art piece

In the middle of COVID in 2021. During a dark time worldwide, this piece was
created for those who want to keep their spirits bright and joyful.
| created it using only three colors on a single sheet.

Three wooden panels, one board

OAFE-RP 02021 5, HF hAHEUERHE,
SELIXBAZK N =N EDNESEANEEEIT-ER.
—HRITZBEDHS—DHEF-TEEHIFEL,

AR/ SR, R—F14&  size EFED/IRIL10cm % 10cm X mm  =7R—F45¢m X 20cm X 9mm

size Square panels  3.94in X 3.94in X 0.24in

* Board 17.72in X 7.87in X 0.35in




Times Square - Won an excellence award
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painting)

f Umeoka, who was chosen as one of the
'"100 Artists the World Is Watching,' had his
work featured on a huge digital billboard Art Incubation Association |-
in New York's Times Square in 2026.

3T 2 SN SR

Mt RAGEE T B100A DT —FARFITEIEh R, CERTIFICATE
2026 (2= —3— Y DEALXRIIFTDERTIHIL NY International Calligraphy

ENR—FICERDBAShELT=, Exhibition 2026 Spring/Summer

Excellence Award - Calligrapher Koujun Umeoka

BFE =gx B 2E




Encounter & @®) 2026

The waiting room of a clinic that treats patients with three guiding
principles, all for the sake of the patients. We delivered 'Ai' here.
They focus on treatments while valuing every encounter.

FTRTFBEROEDICEDDEZEF STARESA TSV IZVIDFHARE.
FEIZMRSETOEEEELE, HEVEXEISARICSEZSATOEY,

A REERRERRE MWMBM“‘

Ginza, Chuo Ward, Tokyo Ginza Eldia Clinic (Dental Support Co., Lid.) t) :}s Healthcare GFOUD

RREB P REIBEE BETILTATII=vI8k (TR R—MEX24HR)
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A long-established shop in its third
generation. We're absolutely thrilled to have
been able to deliver 'Sawa' to such a popular
store that has been attracting customers
from all over the country for about 80 years.

=RE<CEHIE,
HOFENFALENSEERNEFTIAREICIFIE
MRSETW =R -CLEFERIZEETT,

Chiba City High-End Sushi Restaurant

FEMPRR BREFFIE

Chiba Hasuvike Maruman Sushi
FEEH® AAEFER &




Protect 2026 =+ (=% 24

33.1in X 24in X 1.58in

size 84cm X 61cm X 4cm

Delivered two pieces to the home of an American
husband and a Japanese wife. They chose pieces that
would fit a space that values 'Wa' (Japanese harmony).

FAAANDTEAREBRADEEDOZBEI2ERMNER,
IMIZKRDEh TOBERICESIKSIGERERA T
rEEEL,

Mr./Ms. C's home in Los Angeles (2 items)

A4 ¥R CHRER (2:1)



Road 2024
B (Bl

size 90cm x

Everyone has their own path to walk.

They say 'the path you choose determines your future,’ but | think no one
can know from the start which path is the right one.

No matter which path you take, making it the right one is up to you.

It's not anyone else—it's your own effort that will carve the way forward.
If you sincerely tackle what's in front of you,

eventually more friends who support you will appear, and unexpectedly,
your wishes will come true.

Things like that happen.

Being unsure or taking a pause is never a detour.

Each step you take will eventually become your own path.

So please, believe in yourself, and walk your path in your own way—

the one only you can walk.

Beyond that, there’s surely a view that only you can see.

You make your own path.

AZNENISSLERHYET,
NERAEETCAMSDAERFRESIEVSITHE

B EDEMNERLZOM I, #ICEHOIOSHENERNET,
EDEITEATE, ThZERICLTILDIFZBESE &,

D TEEL . BROATEYHRLTLLD T,
BORIDOILFE—EBRGIMUEATONIEN DU EEL T A RIS Z .
BUOATFTREVDASHSTUL, ZABCESBEDIDTT,

H5TEH, ABIEFESLLE, RLTERBRYTEHYERA

ZTD—F—HH, PHATESETOEICE>THEET,

ESHARERFELCT, BRISLAMSITEVEZ, BASLSLTL-TESLY,
ZFDEICIE, EoEHEICLARZEDTELELRENRF>TLET. 2 5
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2026 33rd Sesshu International Art Association Exhibition (Selected) 2026 Paris Japonica 2026 (Selected)
2026 N Y International Calligraphy Exhibition: Selected as one of the ‘100 Artists the World is Watching,’ displayed at NY Times Square
2026 New York International Calligraphy Exhibition: (Excellence Award)
2025 37th All Japan Chinese Calligraphy Exhibition: {Mainichi Newspaper Award)
A d 2024 3é6th All Japan Chinese Calligraphy Exhibition: (Gold & Honorable Mention)
wq r S 2022/2024/2025/2026 Chiba City Exhibition: (Selected)
=, E E 2023 35th All Japan Chinese Calligraphy Exhibition: {Yomiuri Newspaper International Award & Skill Award)
2022 34th All Japan Chinese Calligraphy Exhibition: {Mainichi Newspaper Newcomer Award & Special Selection Award)
2019 Vibrant Contemporary Artists Exhibition: {Vibrant Contemporary Artists Award)
2018 Genbi Calligraphy & Ink Art Exhibition: {Newcomer Award)
2026 5533EEREFREFIFEE (A=) 2026 /%Y wR=712026 (N}
2026 —a—3—) EfREER HRNTETEI7—FAMO0IRH NYZSLXRIIT7ET
2026 —1—3—VEREER (BFE) 2025 E3IEEBHRE (AL E)
2024 $3BEEAHRE (&5 -5 2026/20245/2024 FEHE  (A#R)
2023 $3BELEAHRE (ST H Rt ERRE - A E) 2022 FEIMEIZEDE (BEAFBHTAE-FHEE)
S o) I O v Emvemcnsm (BT ERRAERE) 2018 REBERBRE (HAK)

h L 010 2026 NY Award Commemorative Return Solo Exhibition 2026 Calligraphy Flower Expression Exhibition
EX I I I O n 2024 Solo exhibition at Volvo Car Chiba Chuo Showroom

. 2021 “Important Things in Life Start with Writing” Solo Exhibition for Publication
I n J q p a n 2020 Beautiful Writing Workshop and Solo Exhibition at Takeo City Library 2020 Art Exhibition That Delights the Heart

2026 NYZERZHEER 2026 ENERIE 2024 RILHRH—FEHRSI—L—LER

IEI Ijq ﬂﬁl E 2021 TAETRYGILIFTRLCEN XL ES ] HIRER 2020 RHETERECTEXFREESLVER 2020 CCAMEST—HE
2026.10 Going around galleries in New York / meeting New York
2026. 7 New York International Open Exhibition Display < Times Square Video New York
2026. 7 Los Angeles cram school instructor Los Angeles
Overseq S 2026. 1 Srilanka Japanese Language School Calligraphy Performance Sri Lanka
1.0 '1.0 2025. 9 Californiatl Orange County International exchange Lecture Los Angeles
AC IVI Ies 2024. 9 Californiatl Orange County International exchange Performance Los Angeles
ﬁ%iﬁﬁ 2023. 7 Californialll Orange County International exchange Performance Los Angeles
2022. 7 Californiatl Orange County International exchange Lecture Los Angeles
2 2018.11 New York Calligraphy Performance New York Off-Broadway
2017.11 Italy Venezia University International exchange Italy



Background

Born in 1941 in Tosu City, Saga Prefecture. Started learning calligraphy at age 7 in 1968.
In 1980, studied under the late avant-garde calligrapher HIRAKAWA Bokuzan. Worked
as an assistant librarian at an elementary school, teaching the importance of reading.
In 1995, moved to Chiba due to her husband's job transfer. After joining a government
office as a temporary staff member, she worked in the private sector. Later, she returned
to focusing on her calligraphy to shape her long-standing passion into her work,
continuing to run calligraphy classes and teach in educational setftings.

From 2014, worked as a calligraphy instructor at Chiba City Special Support High School.
In 2015, ran a calligraphy class in Tokyo, which later moved to Chiba.

In 2016, studied under artist MATSUDABokuden and began working as an avant-garde
calligrapher, while also engaging in work as a writer reporting on Saga Prefecture,
where she grew up.

From 2017, worked as a pari-time lecturer at Ueda College of Information Business.

In 2021, published her book 'The Important Things in Life Start with Writing," donating
420 copies to all high schools in both her hometown of Saga and the Chiba Prefecture
where she continues to grow. (Visited and brought documents to Saga Prefectural
Office, Chiba City Hall, and Chiba Prefectural Private School Foundation)

From 2022, she has been involved annually in international exchanges abroad,
pursuing expression through calligraphy that helps people live true to themselves.
in 2026 Courtesy visit to the Mayor of Tosu City, Saga Prefecture (to report and thank
for the award in NY)
in 2026 Courtesy visit to the Mayor of Chiba City, Chiba Prefecture (same as above)

| went through a serious iliness and multiple surgeries, which made me
painfully aware that life is limited.

While feeling grateful for being alive, | try to live each moment to the
fullest and work on things where | can be of help.

Media coverage A7«7Eu#

*Saga News Paper *NHK Saga TV  -Chiba Nippo News Paper

:LALALA{LA News Paper)

EEHFE -NHKEETV -FER®RFE -BRXR—YHEE -LEFE -RUSUATVHE -LALALA(LA News Paper)

*Nikkan Sports News Paper
*Weekly NY Life {Off-Broadway) {NY International Calligraphy Exhibition)
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2015 HMAICTEEHEZEE TORTEITBE
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EE R EEETORMS14—ELTOREICHDHS

2017~ EEERE SRAEMPE ERENHEE

2021 HEE[AETRULBILITELIEDSIFEDIE LR
EFhBoIEBERL BTHTTES TS TEREERIC
420f P (EERF-FENER- TRERZMEAICHH -58)

2022~ BERN TCOERIZREERD.
[FEELCANBRSLLEEDHDRBRIZER. FRLTLS

2026.10 EERBFAT R RWHHR (NYICTRHBE-H1L)

2026.10 FTERFEME RWEM (AL)

KBl AELFMERYVBZ T, GICBYAHIELZRER,
[FAFCCITENSN TS ICEICRELEASIS 1%
—EBHEET, BRICITONSZIEERYVIBATLET,

=Joumou News Paper -Appeared on Sri Lanka TV

27

- BFINYEE(NYA7TA—F9T4) (NYEEREER)



Instagram Instagram Ameba

UMEOKA_KOUJUN

(Contactin Japan) Umeoka koujun mail : toshiko-action2011@amail.plala.or.jp

{ ContactintheU.S.) MK Lab 310-539-3210 infomklab@gmail.com

2383 Lomita Blvd. # 107Lomita, CA 90717

28

2026E10HRE As of October 2026
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